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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

for  the  year  1948. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS, 


Maltby  Urban  District  in  acres 

-  4,788 

Population  (census)  1931 

-  10,013 

Population  (estimated)  1948  - 

-  12,290 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  - 

-  3,040 

Rateable  value 

-  £46,882 

Product  of  penny  rate 

£183 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population. 

The  estimated  population  for  1948  of  12,290  shows  an  increase  of  660  over  the 
estimated  population  for  1947. 

Births. 

The  number  of  births  registered  in  1948  was  328,  giving  a  birth  rate  of  26  per 
thousand  of  the  population.  Maltby  has  had  a  persistently  high  birth-rate  since  it  was 
made  an  independent  urban  district  in  1926.  The  birth-rate  has  frequently  been  the 
highest  for  the  West  Riding  Administrative  County  and  has  never  fallen  below  20  per 
thousand  of  the  population,  which  was  the  figure  in  1942.  The  number  of  births 
registered  in  1948  has  never  been  exceeded  in  the  last  22  years. 

100  children  were  born  in  Listerdale  Maternity  Home  and  79  in  Moorgate  General 
Hospital,  the  Jessop  Hospital  and  other  institutions. 

For  comparison,  the  birth-rate  for  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire  was  18.5  in  1948, 
and  that  of  England  and  Wales  17.9 

The  changing  birth-rate  is  illustrated  by  the  following  table:  — 


Year 

Average  Number  of  Births 
in  Maltby  Urban  District 

Average 

Birth-rate 

1925-29 

282 

29 

1930-34 

264 

26 

1935-39 

246 

23 

1940-44 

244 

22 

1945-47 

286 

25 

1948 

328 

26 

There  were  13  illegitimate  births  in  1948,  compared  with  14  in  1947. 

There  were  7  still  births,  giving  a  still  birth-rate  of  0.58  per  thousand  of  the 
population.  The  still  birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  0.42. 

Deaths. 

104  deaths  were  registered  during  the  year  giving  a  death-rate  of  8.4  per  thousand 
of  the  population. 

Fluctuations  due  to  the  War  are  shown  in  the  death-rates  since  1939,  which 
were :  — 

1939  -  7.6  1944  -  8.6 

1940  -  12.2  1945  -  8.8 

1941  -  8.9  1946  -  9.4 

1942  -  8.6  1947  -  9.3 

1943  -  9.6  1948  -  8.4 

These  death-rates  are  all  low  compared  with  rates  for  the  rest  of  the  country.  In 
1948,  for  example,  the  death-rate  in  the  West  Riding  Administrative  County  was  11.3,  and 
in  England  and  Wales  10.8.  The  age  constitution  of  the  population  in  Maltby  Urban 
District  is  very  favourable  for  low  death-rates,  and  the  crude  death-rate  is  not  strictly 
comparable  with  the  crude  death-rates  of  other  districts. 

Increase  in  Population. 

The  natural  increase  of  births  over  deaths  was  224.  The  rate  of  increase  was  18.2 
per  thousand  of  the  population,  and  the  total  increase  in  population  was  660. 
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Infant  Mortality. 


There  were  19  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age,  giving  an  infantile 
mortality  rate  of  58  per  thousand  births.  The  infantile  death  rate  for  the  West  Riding 
was  39  and  for  England  and  Wales  34. 

The  downward  trend  in  infantile  mortality  over  the  past  23  years  is  illustrated 
in  the  table  below:  — 


Year 

Average  Number  of 

Infant  Deaths  in  Maltby  Infa 

Urban  District 

Average 
itile  Mortality 

rate 

1925-29 

28 

94 

1930-34 

23 

91 

1935-39 

15 

62 

1940-44 

16 

66 

1945-47 

17 

58 

1948 

19 

58 

Infant  death-rates  have  been  persistently  high  in  the  district.  The  rate  has  only 
twice  been  below  50  in  the  past  24  years. 

The  causes  of  death  in  1948  were :  — 

Pneumonia  2 ;  Congenital  defects  8  ;  Gastro  enteritis  4 ;  Prematurity  3 ; 
Intestinal  obstruction  1  and  Asphyxia  1. 

Ten  of  the  deaths  occured  within  the  first  week  of  life. 


Maternal  Mortality. 

There  was  one  death  of  a  woman  in  childbirth  in  1948. 
The  cause  of  death  was  post-partum  haemorrhage. 


Principal  Causes  of  Death. 


Disease. 

1948 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1940-44 

1935-39 

1930-34 

1925-29 

Heart  Disease 

27 

22 

18 

17 

12 

7 

Cancer 

16 

10 

8 

10 

6 

6 

Intracranial  Vascular 
lesions 

10 

8 

8 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

12 

13 

15 

11 

16 

18 

Bronchitis 

1 

4 

7 

4 

3 

6 

Influenza 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

t  Principal  Zymotic 

Diseases 

5 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms) 

8 

9 

6 

4 

7 

9 

t  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  Enteric  Fever, 

Infantile  Diarrhoea,  Smallpox. 


Deaths  from  Violence. 

There  was  one  death  from  suicide,  one  road  traffic  accident  death  and  three  from 
other  violent  causes. 
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Birth  Rates,  Civilian  Death-rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal  Mortality  and  case  rates 

for  certain  infectious  diseases  in  the  Year  1948. 


Maltby  Urban  District 

England  and  Wales 

126  County  Boroughs 

and  Great  Towns 

inc.  London 

148  Smaller  Towns 

Resident  pop.  25,000  - 

50,000  at  1931  census. 

London  Admin. 

County. 

Births 

Live  Births 

Rates  per  1,000  Civilian  Population. 

26.60 

17.9 

(a) 

20.0 

19.2 

20.1 

Still  Births 

0.56 

0.42 

(a) 

0.52 

0.43 

0.39 

Deaths 

All  Causes 

8.4 

10.8 

(a) 

11.6 

10.7 

11.6 

Typhoid 

and  Paratyphoid 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Scarlet  Fever 

0.00 

1.73 

1.9 

1.82 

1.37 

Whooping  Cough 

0.00 

0.02 

0.02 

0.02 

0.01 

Diphtheria 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

Influenza 

0.00 

0.03 

0.03 

0.04 

0.02 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

0.00 

9.34 

9.75 

8.84 

9.17 

Deaths  under  one 
year  of  age 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births 

59 

34 

(b) 

39 

32 

31 

Deaths  from 
enteritis  and 
diarrhoea  under 
two  years  of  age 

15.5 

3.3 

4.5 

2.1 

2.4 

A  dash  ( — )  signifies  that  there  were  no  deaths. 

(a)  Rates  per  1,000  total  population. 

(b)  Per  1,000  related  to  births. 
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Maltby  Urban  District 

England  and  Wales 

126  County  Boroughs 

and  Great  Towns 

inc.  London 

148  Smaller  Towns 

Resident  pop.  25,000  - 

50,000  at  1931  census. 

London  Admin. 

County. 

Notifications. 

Typhoid  Fever 

_ 

0.01 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

Partyphoid  Fever 

— 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Cerebro-Spinal 

Fever 

— 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.03 

Scarlet  Fever 

2.44 

1.73 

1.90 

1.82 

1.37 

Whoooping  Cough 

5.2 

3.42 

3.51 

3.31 

3.13 

Diphtheria 

— 

0.08 

0.10 

0.09 

0.10 

Erysipelas 

0.57 

0.21 

0.23 

0.21 

0.22 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

1.38 

9.34 

9.75 

8.84 

9.17 

Pneumonia 

1.38 

0.73 

0.84 

0.60 

0.57 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ] 

\ 

Puerperal  Fever  J 

Rates  per  1,000  Total  Births  (Live  &  Still ) 

— 

6.89 

8.90 

4.71 

f  7.34 

t  In  London  Puerperal  Fever  alone  was  0.61. 


Maternal  Mortality. 


Maternal  Mortality 

Maltby  Urban 
District 

England  and 
Wales. 

Abortion  with  Sepsis 

— 

0.11 

Abortion  without  Sepsis 

— 

0.05 

Puerperal  Infections 

— 

0.13 

Other  Causes 

3.05 

0.73 

Rates  per  1,000  (Live  and  Still)  Births. 


Comments. 

The  absence  of  diphtheria,  typhoid  fever  and  cerebro-spinal  fever  in  Maltby 
during  1948  is  a  happy  feature  of  these  statistics. 

The  district  had  a  higher  incidence  of  scarlet  fever,  whooping  cough,  erysipelas 
and  pneumonia.  The  measles  rate  on  the  other  hand  was  much  lower  than  the  national 
rate. 

Infectious  Diseases  Notifications. 


Notifiable 

Disease 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Isolation 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

30 

16 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

65 

— 

— 

Measles 

17 

1 

— 

Pneumonia 

17 

2 

12 

Erysipelas 

7 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

— 

Dysentery 

1 

1 

— 
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Fourteen  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  nursed  at  home.  There  is  no  reason  why 
more  cases  should  not  be  dealt  with  in  this  way  provided  there  is  a  separate  bedroom 
available  and  a  reliable  mother  to  nurse  the  patient. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

During  1948,  272  children  were  immunised  for  the  first  time,  142  of  these  were 
children  under  school  age. 

306  children  who  had  previously  been  immunised,  received  refresher  doses. 

The  next  table  gives  the  number  of  children  in  the  different  age  groups,  who  have 
been  immunised  within  the  past  four  years:  — 


Age  of  Children 

Number  who  have  been 
immunised,  or  who  have 
received  refresher  doses 
during  the  past  4  years. 

Under  One  year 

2 

One  year  old 

164 

Two  years  old 

149 

Three  years  old 

162 

Four  years  old 

171 

Between  5  and  9  years  old 

877 

Between  10  and  14  years  old 

818 

The  following  table  gives  the  proportion  of  children  immunised:  — 


Age  Group 

No.  of  children 
in  group 

No.  Protected 
against  diphtheria 

Percentage  protected 
against  diphtheria 

Under  5  years 

1,325 

648 

49% 

5-14  years 

2,196 

1,695 

77% 

0-14  years 

3,521 

2,343 

65% 

The  proportion  of  children  immunised  has  risen  from  51%  to  65%  in  the  last  year. 

The  most  promising  feature  has  been  the  increase  in  the  number  of  protected 
children  under  school  age  from  37%  to  49%. 

No  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified  in  1948,  compared  with  two  in  1947. 


Tuberculosis. 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Total 

Tuberculosis  cases  on  Register 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year 

59 

9 

68 

Tuberculosis  cases  on  Register 
at  31st  December,  1948 

58 

10 

68 

Tuberculosis  notifications 
received  during  1948 

14 

4 

18 

Cases  removed  from  the  Register 
during  1948,  including  deaths 

15 

3 

18 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis 
during  1948 

7 

1 

8 

Cases  transferred  to  other 
districts  or  recovered 

5 

— 

5 

The  occupations  of  the  14  new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were:  — 

Colliery  workers  5;  Engineers  and  Factory  workers  5;  Labourers  1;  Housewifes 

1;  Children  2. 

The  four  non-pulmonary  cases  were  all  school  children. 

No  preponderence  was  shown  by  any  particular  occupation  in  the  remaining  50 
cases  on  the  tuberculosis  register. 

It  might  be  expected  that  colliery  workers  would  show  a  high  rate  of  tuberculosis. 
They  form  approximately  one-sixth  of  the  total  population  and  were  responsible  for  16 
of  the  68  cases. 

Three  cases  were  admitted  to  Sanatoria  during  the  year  and  three  were 
discharged. 
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Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

The  following  statistics  have  been  supplied  by  Mr.  R.  Oddy,  Senior  Sanitary 


Inspector. 

Nuisance  Inspections. 

Total  number  of  inspections  for  nuisances  in  1948  ...  ...  162 

Nuisances  found  in  1948  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  137 

Nuisances  in  hand  at  beginning  of  1948  ...  ...  ...  — 

Total  requiring  abatement  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  137 

Abated  during  1948  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  135 

Outstanding  at  end  of  1948  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Informal  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  130 

Informal  notices  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  128 

Statutory  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Statutory  notices  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds. 

Number  in  district — permanent  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  in  district — itinerant  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

Visits  of  inspection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  83 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  only  parts  of  the  area  still  requiring  sewering  are  outlying  farms  and 


cottages. 

Houses  not  connected  to  sewers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 

Closet  Accommodation. 

Number  of  privies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Number  of  pail  or  tub  closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 

Number  of  waste-water  closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Number  of  water  closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,132 

Water  closets  constructed  for  new  property  during  1948  ...  ...  247 

Total  number  of  closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,194 

Percentage  of  closets  on  water-carriage  system  ...  ...  ...  98% 

Scavenging. 


Public  scavenging  is  in  operation  throughout  the  whole  area,  disposal  being  by 
controlled  tipping. 

The  total  annual  cost  of  the  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  was  £3,900/10/9d. 


Water  Supply. 

Total  number  of  houses  in  the  district  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,040 

Number  of  houses  on  mains  supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,021 

Number  of  houses  supplied  by  wells  and  springs  ...  ...  ...  19 

Number  of  new  houses  connected  to  the  mains  during  the  year  . . .  167 

Number  of  old  houses  connected  to  mains  during  the  year  ...  ...  1 

Samples  of  mains  supply  sent  for  bacteriological  examination  ...  1 

(Sample  was  satisfactory) 

Samples  from  private  supplies  sent  for  bacteriological  examination  ...  5 

(Samples  were  satisfactory) 

Samples  sent  for  examination  for  lead  (No  lead  found  in  any)  ...  3 

Samples  of  Sheffield  Corporation  water  sent  for  chemical  examination  2 

Samples  of  Doncaster  and  Tickhill  Joint  Water  Board  water  sent  for 

chemical  examination  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Report  upon  Samples  of  Water  sent  for  chemical  analysis: 


Sample  No.  1  is  of  Doncaster  and  Tickhill  J.W.B.  water;  and  Sample  No.  2  is  of 
Sheffield  Corporation  water. 


Physical  Characters. 

No.  1. 

No.  2. 

Suspended  matter 

None 

None 

Appearance  of  column  2ft.  long  ... 

Clear  and 

Clear 

colourless 

faintly  yellow 

Taste 

Normal 

Normal 

Odour 

None 

None 

Chemical  Examination 

Parts  per  100,000 

Total  solids  dried  at  180  deg.  C. 

22.80 

9.70 

Chlorides  in  terms  of  Chlorine  ... 

1.70 

1.15 

Equivalent  to  Sodium  Chloride  ... 

2.80 

1.90 

Nitrites 

None 

None 

Nitrates  as  Nitrogen 

0.36 

0.06 

Poisonous  Metals  (Lead,  etc.) 

None 

None 

Total  Hardness 

16.00 

4.10 

Temporary  Hardness 

13.40 

2.50 

Permanent  Hardness 

2.60 

1.60 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hrs  at  80  deg.F. 

0.024 

0.094 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  ... 

0.0080 

0.0002 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

0.0024 

0.0064 

Free  Chlorine 

None 

None 

pH  Value 

7.8 

7.1 
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Milk  Supply. 

29  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  analysis  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 — 
2  being  adulterated. 

WBrj.  •  — 

22  samples  of  ordinary  milk  were  taken  for  methylene  blue  test  for  cleanliness 
and  one  sample  was  taken  for  examination  for  tuberculosis. 


Number  of  cowkeepers  in  the  district  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Total  number  of  cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Total  number  of  milk  cows  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

Number  of  milk  farms  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  cowsheds  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  wholesale  milk  traders  registered  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  milk  retailers  registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 


Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations,  1936/1946. 

There  are  no  licences  in  force  in  the  area  for  the  production  of  tuberculin  tested  or 
accredited  milk,  and  no  pasteurising  plants. 


Samples  of  designated  milks  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  ...  18 

Number  of  such  samples  which  were  satisfactory  ...  ...  13 

Number  of  such  samples  which  were  unsatisfactory.  ...  ...  5 

Ice  Cream. 

No.  of  premises  registered  under  s.14,  Food  and  Drugs,  Act,  1938  ...  12 

Inspections  made  of  such  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 

Samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  ...  ...  8 

Number  of  such  samples  which  were  satisfactory  ...  ...  8 

Number  of  such  samples  which  were  unsatisfactory  ...  ...  — 

Meat  Inspection. 

Number  of  private  slaughterhouses  licensed  ...  ...  ...  3 

Inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

Number  of  surrenders  of  unsound  food  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Total  weight  of  unsound  food  ...  ...  ...  ...  4cwts.  3qrs.  18-|  lbs. 

Other  Foods. 

Samples  taken  (other  than  milk)  under  Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1938  ...  — 

Number  of  bakehouses  in  the  district.  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Underground  bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1  (part) 

Inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Shops  Act,  1934 — Sections  10  &  13  (3) 

Number  of  visits  paid  under  the  above  Act.  ...  ...  ...  153 

Unsatisfactory  conditions  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Unsatisfactory  conditions  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Factories  Act,  1937  and  1948. 

Factories  where  sections  1,  2,  3,  4,  &  6  enforceable  by  Local  Authorities  3 

Inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Other  factories  in  which  section  7  is  enforceable  ...  ...  23 

Inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  72 

Written  notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Defects  found: 

Want  of  cleanliness  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Inadequate  ventilation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Insufficient  sanitary  conveniences  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Unsuitable  or  defective  sanitary  conveniences  ...  ...  ...  3 

All  the  defects  were  remedied. 


Mortuaries. 

There  is  one  mortuary  owned  and  maintained  by  the  local  authority. 


Housing. 

Housing  (1946). 

No.  of  occupied  houses  in  urban  district  ...  ...  ...  2,802 

No.  of  private  houses  completed  during  year 

No.  of  permanent  Council  houses  completed  during  year  ...  ...  40 

No.  of  temporary  Council  houses  completed  during  the  year  ...  50 

Housing  (1947). 

No.  of  occupied  houses  in  urban  district  ...  ...  ...  2,873 

No.  of  private  houses  completed  during  year  ...  ...  ...  5 

No.  of  permanent  Council  houses  completed  during  year  ...  ...  66 

No.  of  temporary  Council  houses  completed  during  year 
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Housing  (1948). 

No.  of  occupied  houses  in  urban  district  ...  ...  ...  3,040 

No  of  private  houses  completed  during  year  ...  ...  ...  7 

No.  of  permanent  Council  houses  completed  during  year: 

Tarran  Newland  permanent  34 

Aluminium  permanent  ...  46 

Brick  built  permanent  ...  80 

—  ...  ...  160 

No.  of  temporary  Council  houses  completed  during  year  ...  ...  — 


Description  of  Housing  Estates. 

Colliery  Property. 

About  75%  of  the  colliery  houses  are  in  long  terraces  with  small  grass  forecourts 
and  ashphalted  back-yards.  The  remaining  25%  are  arranged  in  pairs  or  in  blocks  of 
four  with  fairly  large  gardens  at  the  front  and  rear. 

All  the  houses  have  baths.  The  “  Model  Village  ”  section  and  a  percentage  of  the 
other  sections  have  wash  basins  with  hot  and  cold  water.  Water-closets  are  provided 
throughout,  and  the  majority  of  these  are  outdoor.  With  the  exception  of  a  small 
number  on  electricity  the  houses  are  dependant  upon  gas  for  artificial  lighting.  Where 
ordinary  set  pots  have  been  removed  under  the  reconditioning  scheme,  gas  coppers 
have  been  installed  for  clothes-washing.  Each  house  has  a  pantry  and  cooking  range. 

The  rents  of  the  colliery  property  range  from  8/2d.  for  a  three-bedroomed  house 
to  13/-d.  for  four-bedroomed  house  with  parlour. 

Council  Property. 

With  the  exception  of  50  Arcon-type  and  46  Aluminium  prefabricated  buildings 
and  34  permanent  Tarran  Newland  prefabricated  dwellings,  the  whole  of  the  council’s 
housing  estates  are  of  brick  construction.  The  houses  are  either  semi-detached  or  in 
groups  of  four.  All  have  gardens  front  and  rear.  The  permanent  post-war  erections 
have  both  internal  and  external  water-closets.  The  other  houses  have  one  water-closet 
each. 

Every  house  has  a  bath,  hot  and  cold  water,  and  facilities  for  washing,  i.e.,  a  set- 
pot  or  gas  copper.  Cooking  is  carried  out  on  ranges — gas,  coal  or  a  combination  of  both. 
For  food  storage  each  house  has  a  pantry.  The  prefabricated  dwellings  have 
refrigerators.  Artificial  lighting  is  by  electricity. 

The  rents  range  from  10/ld.  for  a  two-bedroomed  non-parlour  house  to  17/10d. 
for  a  post-war  three-bedroomed  family  house. 


Colliery  house  reconditiong  scheme. 

Early  in  1940,  the  Colliery  Company  commenced  a  reconditioning  scheme  for 
their  property  after  careful  planning  and  ordering  of  materials.  Due  to  the  curtail¬ 
ment  in  the  supply  of  materials  and  lack  of  availability  of  labour  the  scheme  was 
abandoned  in  mid-1942.  During  that  period  the  following  work  was  carried  out:  — 

Stripping  and  recovering  of  roofs  with  either  new  or  salvaged  slates  (with 
asbestos  slates  in  Scarbrough  and  Scholfield  Crescents). 

Renewal  of  all  spouts  and  fall-pipes. 

Renewal  of  all  fireplaces. 

Installation  of  hot  and  cold  water,  including  wash  basins  to  “  Model  Village  ” 
section  and  partly  in  other  sections. 

Overhauling  and  making  good  of  all  pointing,  solid  floors,  plastering  and 
joinery  work. 

Baths  removed  and  re-enamelled  or  replaced  with  new. 

Conversion  of  660  waste  water-closets  (Duckett’s  &  Day’s  types)  to  water-closets. 

Re-decoration  both  internally  and  externally  (tenants  given  choice  of  many 
shades  of  distemper). 

Set  pots  removed  and  gas  coppers  installed  in  houses  where  structural  alterations 
were  made,  i.e.  High  Street,  Millindale,  Southey  Crescent,  and  the  pensioners’  section  of 
Muglet  Lane.  Others  were  fitted  if  the  tenants  purchased  their  own  gas  coppers. 

Backyards  re-laid  or  made  good  with  ashphalt  in  certain  sections,  i.e.  Muglet 
Lane,  Morrell  Street,  Victoria  Street,  Adelaide  Street  and  Scarbrough  Crescent. 

Paths  concreted  in  Grange  Lane,  Haslam  Place,  Portland  Place,  Norfolk  Place, 
Russell  Place,  Southey  Crescent,  Millindale  and  High  Street. 

Dorman-Long  semi-prefabricated  type  (i.e.  Millindale  and  High  Street)  Hyrib 
stripped  and  built  up  with  4£  inch  brick  work  shell. 

Kitchens  in  pensioners’  type  of  houses  in  Muglet  Lane  were  re-designed  and  a 
small  bathroom  built  in. 

Nos.  90  -  132  Morrell  Street  had  small  bedrooms  converted  into  bathrooms,  and 
the  existing  bathrooms  downstairs  were  converted  into  pantries  or  stores  as  desired. 
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Overcrowding. 

Without  undertaking  a  survey,  it  would  be  impossible  to  compute  a  figure  for 
present  day  overcrowding  in  Maltby ;  but  it  is  of  interest  to  note  that  there  are  some  350 
families  who  are  still  sharing  a  dwelling  house  as  sub-tenants.  Although  in  many  cases 
there  is  no  contravention  of  the  Housing  Act  permitted  number,  there  is  a  serious  over¬ 
taxing  of  the  available  sleeping  accommodation. 


Estates  Lay-out. 

The  Council’s  housing  estates  have  been  planned  to  afford  tenants  ample  private 
gardening  space  at  both  front  and  rear  of  their  houses.  General  facilities  which  are 
proposed  for  incorporation  on  the  estates  are  a  junior  school  with  recreation  ground 
attached,  a  junior  soccer  pitch,  a  place  of  worship,  shopping  sites,  a  civic  centre  complete 
with  library,  etc.,  a  new  G.P.O.,  a  9  acre  public  open  space,  and  a  building  where  the 
needs  of  the  thirsty  members  of  the  community  may  be  adequately  met. 


Social  Amenities. 

The  recreational  facilities  now  in  existence  are  as  follows:  —  One  open-air 
swimming  pool  situated  at  the  ‘  Crags  ’ ;  Three  red-ash  tennis  courts  and  one  bowling 
green  situated  in  the  public  park  in  Muglet  Lane.  All  are  so  well  patronised  to  warrant 
the  provision  of  further  additions  to  the  existing  facilities.  Although  no  attendance 
figures  can  be  ascertained,  the  following  figures  represent  the  number  of  tickets  which 
were  issued  during  1948. 


Swimming  Pool. 

Bowling  Green. 

Male  Adults 

...  1,814 

Female  Adults 

490 

Season  Tickets 

33 

Male  Children 

...  5,619 

Other  Tickets 

.  1,384 

Female  Children 

...  3,482 

Spectators 

...  4,190 

W.  R.  Tuition — Boys  ... 

...  2,462 

-do-  — Girls  ... 

...  3,360 

Tennis  Courts. 

-do-  — Spectators 

498 

Season  Tickets 

30 

Total  Tickets  Issued 

...  22,604 

Other  Tickets 

.  2,149 

In  addition  to  the  above  open-air  facilities,  there  are  six  working  men’s  clubs, 
institutes  and  social  centres,  and  also  several  youth  organisations  affiliated  to  the  Youth 
Council,  where  good  attendances  are  recorded  for  indoor  recreations  such  as  billiards, 
snooker,  table  tennis,  badminton,  etc. 


Work. 


Nearly  70%  of  the  men  employed  in  the  area  are  colliery  workers. 

Approximately  14%  are  engaged  in  engineering,  6%  in  building  and  4%  in 
agriculture. 

Women  comprise  15%  of  the  total  number  of  employed  persons  —  they  are 
engaged  more  evenly  in  a  large  variety  of  occupations  of  which  engineering  and  textile 
factories  have  a  certain  preponderance. 

In  post-war  years  the  following  new  industries  have  been  commenced  in  the 
township :  — 

Hosiery  manufacture;  burling  and  mending  of  woollen  cloth;  polishing  of  cutlery; 
manufacture  of  cellophane  bags;  certain  processes  connected  with  the  footwear 
trade,  and  light  engineering.  With  the  exception  of  the  last,  all  the  new  industries 
engage  female-labour. 
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Particulars  of  the  Health  Services  in  Maltby  Urban  District 
carried  out  by  the  West  Riding  County  Council. 


The  Health  services  in  the  area  maintained  by  the  West  Riding  County  Council 
are  closely  linked  with  the  Maltby  Urban  District  Council’s  Health  Service  through  the 
Divisional  Health  Scheme. 

The  Divisional  Office  is  at:  — 

Durlston  House,  5  Moorgate,  Rotherham. 

Telephone :  Rotherham  3131-2. 

Divisional  Medical  Officer:  Dr.  J.  M.  Watt. 

Assistant  County  Medical  Officers:  Dr.  A.  Telford  Burn. 

Dr.  J.  E.  M.  White. 


School  Health  Service. 

No.  of  schools  in  district 
No.  of  children  on  roll 

No.  of  schools  visited  by  School  Medical  Inspector 

No.  of  children  medically  examined  in  school: 

Infants 

Juniors 

Seniors 

No.  of  children  referred  to  Paediatric  Clinic 

No.  of  children  referred  to  E.N.T.  Clinic 

No.  of  children  referred  to  Child  Guidance  Clinic 

No.  of  children  referred  to  School  O  culist  Clinic  (from  5th  July,  1948) 

No.  of  children  referred  to  Orthopaedic  Clinic 

No.  of  home  visits  paid  by  Nurses  for  School  Children 

Child  Welfare  Clinic. 

Nursery  Hut,  Walters  Road,  Maltby,  —  Mondays,  2  till  4.30  p.m. 
Medical  Officer  in  charge:  Dr.  Margaret  J.  Hallinan. 


Health  Visitor:  Nurse  V.  Dunford. 

Attendances  at  clinic: 

Under  1  year  ...  ...  3,280 

1-5  years  ...  ...  923 

Total  4,203 

Number  of  clinic  sessions 

Average  attendance  per  session: 
Children  under  1  year  ...  71 

Children  1-5  years  ...  20 


Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  Clinics. 

Attendances  of  mothers  during  pregnancy 
Attendances  of  mothers  after  pregnancy 
Total  number  of  sessions 

Average  attendance  of  mothers  per  session  at  Ante-Natal  Clinic 

Health  Visitors. 

Miss  V.  Dunford  and  Mrs.  J.  Hunt  (Part-time  school  nurse). 

First  visits  to  children  under  1  year 

First  visits  to  children  1  -  5  years 

Re-visits  to  children  under  1  year 

Re-visits  to  children  1-5  years  ... 

Ante-Natal  visits 
Other  visits 
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2,719 

3 

97 

65 

107 

14 
29 

3 

15 
14 

578 


46 


1,692 

55 

94 

18 


306 

10 

478 

668 

117 

16 
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Midwives. 

Miss  S.  J.  G.  McKinney,  4  High  Street,  Maltby. 

Mrs.  E.  Mozley,  4  Rosston  Road,  Maltby. 

Miss  N.  A.  Harding,  2  Morrison  Avenue,  Maltby. 

Cases  delivered  as  midwives  115  Ante-natal  visits  ...  1,163 

Cases  as  maternity  nurses  19  Post-natal  visits  . . .  3,118 

134  4,281 


Home  Nurses. 

Mrs  H.  Brydone,  245  Rotherham  Road,  Maltby. 

This  service  was  taken  over  on  5th  July,  1948,  and  statistics  are  given  from  this 
date  to  31st  December. 

New  cases  attended  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 

Visits  to  patients  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,062 

Cases  transferred  to  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Tuberculosis  Nurse. 

Miss  M.  Macdonald. 

Maltby  forms  part  of  the  area  in  which  home  visits  are  paid  by  the  tuberculosis 

nurse. 

Mental  Health  Social  Worker. 

Miss  C.  M.  Ball  visits  the  homes  of  mental  defectives  and  persons  dealt  with 
under  the  Lunacy  Acts.  Maltby  forms  part  of  the  area  visited  and  which  also  includes 
Rotherham  Rural  District,  Kiveton  Park  Rural  District,  Wath,  Swinton  and  Rawmarsh 
Urban  Districts. 

40  cases  were  visited  in  Maltby. 

Venereal  Diseases  Social  Worker. 

Miss  I.  Sandford  is  responsible  for  the  welfare  of  cases  attending  Venereal 
Diseases  Clinics  in  the  southern  half  of  the  West  Riding. 

The  Maltby  area  is  served  by  the  Rotherham,  Sheffield,  and  Doncaster  Venereal 
Diseases  Clinics. 

Home  Helps 

There  was  a  considerable  development  of  the  Home  Help  Scheme  during  the  year. 
34  Maltby  cases  were  attended  during  the  year,  of  which  18  were  confinement  cases. 
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COMMENTS 


To  describe  Maltby  as  a  coal-mining  town  of  twelve  thousand  people  in  South 
Yorkshire  might  give  the  impression  that  it  is  a  dreary  collection  of  colliery  terraces 
huddled  around  a  mountainous  and  smouldering  dirt  tip,  with  pit-head  gear  projecting 
above  the  housetops,  and  a  foul-smelling  by-products  plant  in  the  background. 

In  actual  fact,  Maltby  consists  of  three  thousand  houses  scattered  over  two  square 
miles  of  undulating  country,  with  a  fringe  of  woodland  on  the  east,  and  with  picturesque 
crags  of  clean,  white  limestone  in  the  valley  forming  the  southern  boundry. 

There  is  certainly  a  hard  core  of  colliery  terraces  in  the  centre  of  the  town.  These 
have  been  described  in  detail  earlier  in  the  report.  But  the  spreading  housing  estates  on 
the  west  and  north  sides  are  bringing  about  the  second  transformation  which  Maltby 
has  undergone  this  century.  In  1900  it  was  an  agricultural  village  of  tiled,  stone-built 
cottages.  In  1919  it  was  a  compact  collection  of  colliery  terraces.  It  is  now  in  process 
of  becoming  a  well-planned,  residential  district  of  modern  houses,  each  with  its  own 
garden. 

In  Maltby  the  colliery  does  not  spoil  the  living  conditions  of  the  people,  as  is  so 
commonly  the  case,  by  pouring  a  continuous  stream  of  smoke,  grit  and  fumes  over  their 
homes.  The  colliery  is  well  down  on  the  leeward  side  of  the  town.  It  is  so  far,  in  fact, 
that  a  well-organised  service  of  buses  take  the  men  to  and  from  their  work. 

There  are  other  characteristic  features  of  Maltby  which  might  be  mentioned. 
Some  of  them  are  creditable  and  some  are  not.  It  has,  for  example,  one  of  the  most 
consistently  high  birth-rates  in  Yorkshire.  A  new  baby  arrives  each  year  in  every  ninth 
home.  Families  over  five  are  common,  and  are  not  the  exception  as  in  other  parts  of 
the  country.  The  Maltby  community  bears  the  expense  of  this  large  body  of  children. 
They  consume  large  amounts  of  food,  require  repeated  replacements  of  clothing,  wear 
out  the  furnishings  of  the  homes,  trample  down  the  gardens  and  cause  their  mothers  a 
great  deal  of  extra  work.  Children  are  like  that.  They  even  prevent  the  town  having 
the  genteel  standards  of  respectability  which  are  so  desirable  in  the  suburbs  of  a  large 
city,  because  of  their  noisy  games,  window  breaking  and  so  on. 

Perhaps  they  have  had  some  influence  also  upon  the  poor  record  of  town  for  infant 
deaths.  There  is  no  doubt  about  the  infantile  mortality  rate  being  poor.  58  for  every 
thousand  births  does  not  look  well  alongside  the  County  figure  of  39,  or  the  national 
figure  of  34. 

Breaking  down  these  figures  according  to  the  responsibility  of  the  different 
Services,  we  find  that  half  the  children  died  this  year  while  under  the  care  of  midwives 
in  the  hospitals  or  on  the  districts.  Some  of  them,  of  course,  were  deformed  or  prema¬ 
ture,  and  could  not  have  been  expected  to  survive.  The  remainder  died  in  spite  of  the 
efforts  of  a  hard-working  Health  Visitor  and  an  enthusiastic  clinic  committee. 

I  cannot  find  excuses  for  all  the  19  deaths  which  occurred.  The  standard  of  infant 
care  by  the  mothers  is  not  as  high  as  it  should  be. 

Some  attention  might  be  paid  at  this  point  to  the  working  of  the  Home  Help 
Scheme.  The  new  set-up  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act  is  quite  unlike  anything 
attempted  before  in  this  district.  Women  paid  by  the  County  Council  are  sent  to  the 
various  homes  where  the  mothers  are  incapacitated  by  confinment  or  illness,  or  to  houses 
where  elderly  people  are  unable  to  look  after  themselves  because  of  sickness  or  infirmity. 
In  theory  this  might  appear  to  replace,  by  a  paid  service,  the  large  amount  of  neigh¬ 
bourly  help  given  to  sick  persons,  and  also  to  take  away  the  responsibilities  of  relatives 
for  the  care  of  the  elderly. 

In  practice,  the  Home  Helps  to  a  large  extent,  add  to  the  attention  given  in  the 
homes.  They  permit  elderly  people,  who  dread  the  bleak,  sterile,  existence  of  institutional 
life,  to  carry  on  at  home  in  reasonable  comfort.  They  prevent  aged  persons,  who  are 
lacking  in  vitality,  from  suffering  unnecessarily  because  they  have  not  the  energy  to 
obtain  their  food,  coal,  pensions,  or  clothing. 

There  are  limits  to  the  scope  of  the  Home  Help  Scheme.  The  Home  Helps  cannot 
provide  a  24  hour  nursing  service  for  bed-ridden  invalids.  Nor  are  they  sick  visitors. 
They  are  experienced  housewives  who  can  cook,  wash  and  clean,  and  who  can  only  stay  in 
the  homes  just  as  long  as  it  takes  them  to  get  through  the  necessary  domestic  work.  The 
charges  made  to  people  applying  for  Home  Helps  are  extremely  generous.  The  great 
majority  of  the  applicants  pay  nothing  at  all  for  a  service  costing  £5,000  per  annum 
in  this  Division  alone. 

The  average  Annual  Report  is  so  freely  sprinkled  with  complimentary  references 
to  members  of  the  Health  Committee  and  to  fellow  officials,  that  the  casual  reader  might 
assume  that  this  was  done  as  a  matter  of  routine,  and  might  also  have  some  consider¬ 
able  doubt  whether  these  references  were  sin  cere. 

There  is  no  question  about  the  exceptional  keeness  of  Maltby  Council  upon  health 
matters.  This  can  be  judged  fairly  accurately  from  the  comparitively  large  amount  of 
space  which  their  affairs  take  up  in  the  front  pages  of  the  national  newspapers.  The  work 
of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  can  be  stated  without  any  fear  of  contradiction,  to  have  been 
of  a  very  high  order. 

J.  M.  WATT,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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